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The answers to last month’s Poetry Quiz are at the end of this newsletter.
If you would like to contribute to the next newsletter then please contact
Paula. Groupco@woodleyu3a.org.uk.

Introduction

Welcome to another packed issue of our Arts Newsletter.

Gallery Recommendations from Eileen Bravey
Emerging from the Chrysalis of Confinement
Here we are at the start of August, lazy days of sand dunes, deckchairs and
cream teas should beckon. Usually the Arts sector is easing down, this
month it finds itself opening, planning, a new beginning.

The majestic splendour of Titian awaits at the National Gallery, on until
January 2021. Everything crossed, maybe.
This month the Tate continues its excellent Podcast series which can be
accessed via Acast, Apple, Google podcasts or Spotify.
The National continues to present online content, its series on individual
works is worth a visit with detailed examination of many masterpieces. You
can also explore with three virtual tours – one of the Sainsbury Wing
showing the Renaissance collection, one of the Gallery in 2011 and one via
Google Arts.
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/sainsbury-wing-vr-tour
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/virtual-tour-2011
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/google-virtual-tour

The Woodley U3A virtual gallery visits continue to be popular – the July one
to the Art Institute in Chicago was a great success. The range of artworks
ranged from El Greco to Hooper via Monet. If you want a more guided look
around the artworks email Paula for the instructions used for the group visit.
https://www.artic.edu/

Galleries and Museums

The main London galleries are reopening, as I write Reading Museum is
planning to re-open but has yet to release a date. My main concern was
travel, I do consider the Tate will be a safer place than Tesco. I have
discovered Just Park and a reasonably priced car parking space on a private
drive, seventeen minutes’ walk from the Tate. I have my Beardsley tickets,
such excitement. This time reminds me of my mum’s old saying “There are
no problems, just solutions”.
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Music recommendations
To find out more and hear music played by probably the most talented living
family of musicians go and explore the website of the Kanneh-Mason family.
http://www.kannehmasons.com/

https://www.barbican.org.uk/read-watch-listen?type=2621

Music

There is a huge range of short music pieces on the Barbican website
recorded during lockdown along with videos on Art, Poetry and Dance.
Great to explore:

For those who want a break from screen-watching there are also loads of
podcasts and playlists to listen too.
https://www.barbican.org.uk/read-watch-listen?type=2641
Virtual folk festivals are taking place – one of the biggest is Shrewsbury.
https://shrewsburyfolkfestival.co.uk/virtually-sff-2020/bellstone-marquee/

Theatre Recommendations
I was hoping to include some recommendations to socially distanced live
theatre but that is not to be, at least for a few more weeks. However there is
still a lot of great theatre to enjoy at home but most of the free streams have
finished so there may now be costs to viewing productions. Our local
Showcase cinema is open so you can see a range of NT Live encore
screenings there.
For live theatre I would recommend the “Old Vic in Camera” performances.
These are ticketed events and well worth the fee. There are at time of
writing still tickets available for Andrew Scott’s delayed performance of
“Three Kings”.
https://www.oldvictheatre.com/whats-on/2020/old-vic-in-camera

https://www.oldvictheatre.com/whats-on/2020/your-old-vic/jekyll-hyde-archivestream
I am planning to sign up for Disney+ for just a month so that I can watch
“Hamilton”. I avoided going to see it in the West End as the ticket prices
were so high. https://www.disneyplus.com/movies/hamilton/3uPmBHWlO6HJ
The Globe theatre continues to show lots of great Shakespeare plays via its
Globe player or you can purchase plays to stream at home.
https://globeplayer.tv/
For something more local do visit Progress Theatre’s TV page where there
are videos of some past performances.
http://progresstheatre.co.uk/

Theatre

The Old Vic is also streaming a production of Jekyll and Hyde for a week in
August from 5th August.
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Recommendations from Jeff Green
On BBC iPlayer
The Lady In the Van Dir : Nicholas Hytner (2015)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b06wcqyr/the-lady-in-the-van

Alex Jennings & Maggie Smith in a story based on the real life eccentric lady
who lived in a van parked on Alan Bennet’s drive in 1970s Camden Town.
Exquisite, poignant writing by Alan Bennet.
x+y

Dir : Morgan Matthews (2014)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0953w82/xy
Competitive maths + teenage romance = an intelligent and engaging
entertainment.
Read a review here:
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2015/mar/12/x-plus-y-charming-story-ofmathletes-in-love
The Thomas Crown Affair

Dir: Norman Jewison (1968)

Stylish “caper movie” starring Steve McQueen & Faye Dunaway with Oscar
winning music score by Michel Legrand (“Windmills of your Mind”).
On NetFlix
Marriage Story

Dir : Noah Baumbach

(2019)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7653254
Noah Baumbach's incisive and compassionate look at a marriage breaking up
and a family staying together.
Blu Ray / DVD also on Digital Platforms
True Detective (Season 1)

(2014)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2356777
“Matthew McConaughey & Woody Harelson as Louisiana State Police
Detectives Rust Cohle and Martin Hart are brought in to revisit a homicide case
they worked in 1995. As the inquiry unfolds in present day through separate
interrogations, the two former detectives narrate the story of their investigation,
reopening unhealed wounds, and drawing into question their supposed solving
of a bizarre ritualistic murder in 1995. In learning about each other and their
killer, it becomes clear that darkness lives on both sides of the law.”
One word, addictive.

Film

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000crzm/the-thomas-crown-affair
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Classic Book Recommendations from the Books for Booklovers group
Much-loved classics
Members of the U3A Book Group for Book Lovers share their favourite
reads…
‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Brontë – chosen by Sue
This original novel was published 1847, under a pseudonym, by the middle
daughter of the Brontë sisters. The novel shocked Victorian readers with its
depiction of raw and brutal passion. The beautiful descriptions of the moors
and countryside added to the wildness of the characters and the
unconventional morality described.
The novel has been reinterpreted many times and remains a masterpiece of
English literature.
‘Pride & Prejudice’ by Jane Austen – chosen by Margaret

It’s true you never read the same book twice: the younger me found Mrs
Bennet tiresome; now her fretting about her daughters’ future seems entirely
justifiable.
‘The Unlit Lamp’ by Radclyffe Hall – chosen by Philippa
This novel highlights the plight of many women in the earlier part of the
twentieth century. Completely dependent on their parents, daughters were
unpaid and undervalued companions and nurses, with little prospect of
change or escape, many having lost actual or potential fiancés in WWI. The
story examines the relationship between a mother, Mary Ogden, and the elder
of her two daughters, Joan. The lives of all three women are dominated by
paterfamilias James Ogden.
The author is better known for her later novel ‘The Well of Loneliness’, which
she wrote specifically to air the then taboo subject of lesbianism. This novel
lightly touches on the same subject.

Literature

Not a very original choice, but this is the novel I turn to time and time again,
particularly in moments of stress (such as reading it in the Battle Hospital
while awaiting my husband’s meningitis diagnosis!). With every reread, I’m
struck by what a page-turner it is, and I’m on the edge of my seat, wondering
whether Lizzie and Mr Darcy will get together (spoiler alert: they do!).
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Famous Poets and Poems: ANSWERS
1.

A. W.H. Auden (Funeral Blues)
The poem featured in ‘Four Weddings and a Funeral’

2.

C. Michael Rosen (Chocolate Cake)

3.

A. Dylan Thomas (Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night)

4.

B. John Donne (No Man is an Island)

5.

B. Robert Frost
‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening’

6.

C. Maya Angelou (Still I rise)

7.

C. William Shakespeare, (Sonnet 18)
‘Thou art more lovely and more temperate’

8.

C. Rudyard Kipling, (If)

9.

A. Elizabeth Barrett Browning (Sonnet 43)

10.

B. Lewis Carroll (Jabberwocky)

11.

B. William Blake (The Tyger)

12.

A. purple

13.

B. cows

14.

A. each other

15.

B. onion

16.

A. cloud

17.

B. waving

18.

B. The Rime of the ancient Mariner (Samuel Taylor Coleridge)

19.

A. The Owl and the Pussy Cat (Edward Lear)

20.

C. O Captain! My Captain (Walt Whitman)

21.

C. Please Mrs Butler (Allan Ahlberg)
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