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Fiona Mogford suggests that we explore some 
of the cultural places we have locally. Here are 

some of them.

The excellent Rabble 
theatre company have just 
opened booking for their 

production of the new play 
"The Last Abbot" about 
Hugh Faringdon, Henry 

VIII and 
the ruin of Reading Abbey. 
The play will be staged in 

the Abbey ruins in June and July this year. 
https://rabbletheatre.com/#productions

The Progress theatre are also planning 
to perform in the Abbey ruins this 

summer  with a production of Romeo 
and Juliet. They are also continuing to 

present streamed performances 
including a collection of monologues 

this month.
http://progresstheatre.co.uk/lessonsin

life

For Art lovers,  Reading Museum has a new 
exhibition on drawing  both online and in 

person from 17th May. 
https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/

While you are at the museum do visit the 
Silchester gallery, for the renowned collection of 
pieces from the roman town, and the stunning 

Victorian Bayeux Tapestry copy. 
https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/collections/

britainsbayeuxtapestry/

We  also have the excellent Norden Farm just 
along the A4 in Maidenhead. The range of 

performances ranges from all 
types of music to comedy to film 
to drama. They continue to offer 

livestreamed events while 
running social distanced 

performances. 
https://norden.farm/

A little further afield but well 
worth visiting is the Stanley 

Spencer gallery at Cookham. This year's 
exhibition looks particularly 

interesting. 
https://stanleyspencer.org.uk/

The online resources on the 
gallery site include some great 

short videos, including one 
about the current exhibition,

and high quality images of the 
entire collection.

The River and Rowing Museum includes the 
John Piper gallery 

and this summer has 
an exhibition of his 
Stained Glass work 

which looks 
stunning.

https://
www.rrm.co.uk/visit/

Introduction
Welcome to our May edition which includes local events to enjoy  both in person and online. 

Also in this edition some wonderful poetry to enjoy and films to watch.

Local Events To Try
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Some recommendations from the  Film 
Group to watch at home.

              
On Netflix

American Gangster      Dir:  Ridley Scott 
(2007)

Starring  Denzel 
Washington, Russell 

Crowe, Chiwetel Ejiofor

“An outcast New York 
City cop is charged 
with bringing down 

Harlem drug lord Frank 
Lucas, whose real life 

inspired this partly 
biographical film.”

On BBC 
iPlayer

Westworld      
Dir :  Michael 

Crichton    
(1975)

Starring Yul 
Brynner, 
Richard 

Benjamin, 
James Brolin

“A robot 
malfunction 

creates havoc and terror for unsuspecting 
vacationers at a futuristic, adultthemed 

amusement park.”

DVD / Blu Ray
Barfly        Dir :  Barbet Schroeder      (1987)

Starring Mickey 
Rourke, 

Faye 
Dunaway, 
Alice Krige

“Based on 
the life of 

successful 
poet Charles 

Bukowski 
and his 

exploits in 
Hollywood 

during the 60s, 70s, and 80s.”

Cinemas can reopen from 17th May so 
you can watch films on the big screen again. 

One film that I am looking forward to is 

Nomadland which won a handful of Oscars 
and Baftas at the recent award ceremonies. 

 Hopefully the "new" Bond film be on the big 
screen at some time soon...

Films to Enjoy

National and TVN u3a Lectures
Do remember to watch out for events offered by TVN. Sign up at 

events_info@u3atvnetwork.org.uk to receive the regular emailings from Thames Valley 
Network u3a. All are run via Zoom and many are free.  

Also keep an eye on what is offered nationally  there are some excellent sounding lectures 
coming up in the next few monthsl. https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educationalevents



Linda Hillan recommends visiting the Royal 
Academy which has several major exhibitions 

in 2021.

In the midst of a pandemic, David Hockney RA 
captured the unfolding of spring on his iPad, 

creating 
116 new 

and 
optimistic 
works in 
praise of 

the 
natural 
world. 

This runs from 23rd May until the end of 
September. 

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/
davidhockney

The RA's annual celebration of art and 
creativity continues in 2021, with coordinator 

Yinka Shonibare RA celebrating the joy of 
creating art through the theme of 

‘Reclaiming Magic’ The  exhibition runs from 
September 22nd until the end of 2021. 

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/
summerexhibition2021

While in London why not visit Kensington 
Palace which reopens in May with an 
exhibition  Victoria a Royal Childhood.

The other Historic Royal Palaces also reopen 
in May  many of them are easily accessible 

from Woodley.

Another major exhibition is coming to the 
Ashmolean at Oxford, about the Pre

Raphaelites, this month which looks well worth 
a visit. 

(Some of the members from the Galleries 
visits group have a visit scheduled in May.)

https://www.ashmolean.org/

If you can't get 
to the 

Ashmolean in 
person do 
explore it's 

collections on
line.

https://
www.ashmole

an.org/
ashmoleanfromhome#/

Their museumsecrets podcasts sound great 
as well and they are making series two as I 

write this newsletter.

Places to Visit InPerson and Virtually

As lockdown eases this newsletter will take a break until the Autumn as people will be getting out 
and about, visiting friends and family and maybe even going on holiday!

The Woodley u3a Culture for All Facebook group will remain open and I hope that people will 
continue to post items of interest in the group. If anyone would like to join this group please let me 

know.

Arts Newsletter is Having a Holiday!



For a change this month the focus will be on 
Poetry rather than Prose writing. 

The poems are some of the ones that the 
Poetry Appreciation Group have enjoyed during 

our recent meetings. 

Our first topic of Time gave us a lovely range of 
poems. 

Barry’s choice 
was 

Shakespeare’s 
Sonnet 106  
"When in the 
chronicle of 

wasted time". 
Read and listen 

to the 
wonderful 
verse on the poetry foundation website. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45102/
sonnet106wheninthechronicleofwasted

time

Joan’s choice was "Warning"  by Jenny Joseph 
which has particular appeal to the many ladies 
in their “golden age”. I would choose to wear 

Orange though not Purple!
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poem/

warning/

I loved Margaret’s choice written by Andrew 
Marvell – "To his coy mistress". 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44688/
tohiscoymistress

Ann's choice was another lovely poem " Each 
new little day slips out of my Hand" by Annette 

Wynne.

Our second meeting had the topic of Animals. 

Liz’s choice was "The Owl Critic" by James 
Thomas Fields – she particularly enjoyed its 

reflections on “experts”. 

Two others of us choose poems about birds 
– my choice was by the 19C poet John 
Clare, known as The Northamptonshire 
Peasant Poet,  The Thrush's Nest and 
Joan's choice was Blackbird by John 

Drinkwater.

Other animals included Hedgehog  by 
Anthony Thwaite, Jill's choice and Wessex, 
a poem by Thomas Hardy about his dog, 

Ann's choice. Another famous novelist wrote 
the poem chosen by 

Elaine   The 
Donkey by GK 

Chesterton.

Sheena’s choice 
was enjoyed by all 
of us for its energy 

and descriptive 
power. T.S. Eliot’s  

Macavity: The 
Mystery Cat". We 

learnt that the poem referred to Sherlock’s 
archenemy Moriaty 
which was news to 

many of us.

Apologies for not 
including all of the 

wonderful poems – but 
there wasn’t space to 
mention all of them. 

Poems To Enjoy


