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Chichester festival theatre is streaming a 
recording, with captions, of Celebrating 

Sondheim which is available 22  25 
March. (I saw the livestream of this last 

year and it was superb). They also 
have streams of interviews with Sheila 

Hancock and Philip Quest to watch.
https://www.cft.org.uk/

Another interesting sounding online 
event will be the fully rehearsed online 

reading of Midsummer’s Night’s 
Dream. The lineup is excellent Dan 

Stevens, Rebecca Hall and Luisa 
Omielan

http://www.shakefestival.com/

The ever excellent Original Theatre Company 
are currently rehearsing a new thriller “Splinter 
of Ice” which will be available to stream from 

15th April. It will be filmed on stage at the 
Cheltenham Everyman Theatre and released 

online, before touring UK theatres this summer. 
Their productions of "Good Grief" and 

"Barnes People" are still available to 
stream. 

https://originaltheatreonline.com/
productions

The immersive murder mystery event from 
Les Infants Terrible theatre company has 
been extended to April. It is  great to do 
with other adult households – up to six 

people – I did it with some family and family 
friends and it was a fast moving challenge with 

excellent use of 
technologyl and all of us 

enjoyed it 
https://

www.sherlockimmersive.
com/

Another stream worth a 
watch  "The Picture of 

Dorian Gray" with a 
starry cast. This retelling 
plays out like a murder 

mystery. The only “survivors” of the sorry mess 
– Joanna Lumley’s indulgent arts philanthropist 
Lady Narborough and Alfred Enoch’s delectably 

louche Harry Wotton – answer questions via 
Zoom from Stephen Fry’s unnamed and slightly 
dishevelled interviewer. The basic question is 
this: why did Dorian Gray, prettyboy vlogger 

high on the likes, end up dead? https://
www.pictureofdoriangray.com/

Introduction
Welcome to our March edition which features some more excellent events to enjoy ranging from 

musicial theatre to feelgood films to popular science books. In next's month edition I hope to give 
recommendations for some socialdistanced events. 

Upcoming Theatre Events
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The Film Group are taking a break this month 
from providing  recommendations but here are 

some of my suggestions of films to enjoy.

BBC iPlayer has a wealth of wonderful classic 
films at the moment to enjoy. 

This includes the ever wonderful “Singing in 
The Rain”. 

Great songs, 
wonderful 

dancing and 
excellent acting 

from Jean 
Hagan playing 

Lina Lamont, the 
“baddy” of the 
picture. Other 
films available 
include “The 
ThirtyNine 
Steps” and 

“Bringing up 
Baby” the 
screwball 

comedy with Cary Grant and Katherine 
Hepburn. 

Available on other Digital streaming service or 
old fashioned DVD or Bluray I would also 

recommend probably one of the best comedies 
ever made – “Some Like It Hot”. The cast is 

excellent – Tony Curtis’s impersonation of Cary 
Grant is wonderful, Jack Lemmon is very 

convincing as a woman and Marilyn Monroe 
shows her underrated comedic ability.  

Finally on Netflix –  recommendations for two 
excellent recently released films. 

Margaret Massey recommends “The Dig” for 
anyone interested in archaeology and history.
It is about the wonderful discovery of an Anglo 
Saxon burial ship at Sutton Hoo in Suffolk. It is 

thought by some archaeologists to be the 
burial place of King Raedwold but there are 

other theories.
The film also 
explores the 
relationship 

between Edith 
Pretty, the owner 
of the land, and 
Basil Brown, the 

archaeologist 
who first 

discovered the 
site in 1939.
The site now 

belongs to the 
National Trust 

and, there in The High Hall,you can see a 
replica of the ship, some of the actual treasure 
found in it and replicas too. Well worth a visit.

The film “News of the World” is a really 
enjoyable western starring Tom Hanks as a 
bereaved man 
who travels the 

country making a 
living reading out 

stories to the 
largely 

uneducated 
pioneers in the 
“wild west”. His 

life is complicated 
when he takes on 
the transportation 

of a white girl 
raised by Native 
Americans back 

to relatives of her birth family. Great acting and 
wonderful cinematography and a heart

warming story.

Films to Enjoy
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Rebecca DayMiles recommends the 
wonderful collection at the Victoria and Albert 

musuems. https://www.vam.ac.uk/ 

The V&A has launched an online tool to let 
people explore 1.2 million objects from its 

collections. The collections range from ancient 
Chinese ceramics to Alexander McQueen 
evening dresses via furniture, jewellery, 
arctitecture and photography. You could 

explore now and plan a real visit for later this 
year! 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/collections?
type=featured

The museum also offer a range of online  
lectures some free, others for a small charge. 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/whatson/programmes/

talk

Sheena Henessesy recommends some less 
wellknown museums where you can explore 

their collections online.

The first one is  The Frick Collection in New 
York. Encounter masterpieces from the 

Renaissance to the early twentieth century in 
this collection. https://www.frick.org/art

You can also see virtual tours of some of its 
previous exhibitions. https://www.frick.org/

exhibitions/past

Another lovely gallery Sheena recommends  
that has good online resources is the Wallace 

Gallery in London. Highlights include oil 
paintings from the fourteenth to the late 

nineteenth centuries by artists such as Titian, 

Velazquez, Rubens and Van Dyck; princely 
arms and armour; and one of the finest 
collections of eighteenthcentury French 

paintings and decorative arts. https://
www.wallacecollection.org/

National and TVN u3a Lectures

Galleries and Museums to Visit Virtually

I would strongly recommend signing up at  events_info@u3atvnetwork.org.uk to receive the 
regular emailings from Thames Valley Network u3a so that you get prompt notice of upcoming 

courses. All are run via Zoom and many are free.  
Also keep an eye on what is offered nationally  there are some excellent sounding lectures 

coming up in April.  https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/
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For a change this month this section features 
some books recommended by our Discovering 

Science group.

Let's start with a recommendation 
from Mark Edwards

I Think You’ll Find It’s a Bit 
More Complicated Than That 

by Ben Goldacre
“In a busy world where most of us 

believe what we’re told, the 
science writer Goldacre looks 

behind the quackery. “Science is 
squabble,” he says: he uses close critical 

appraisal to show that many medical claims are 
akin to magic and that television presents “real” 

science as cheap stage effects. In short, 
everything you take at face value is wrong. 

Maybe even this review: now read Ben.” The 
Times

From Jeff Green
The Shocking History of Phosphorous: A 
Biography of the Devil’s Element by John 

Emsley
A very readable book describing the stories of 
the characters who have been involved with 

this element during it’s fascinating lifetime  of 
surprising, bizarre and horrific events.

From Philip Scott
Longitude by Dava Soble. 

This tells the story of Tom Harrison, a 
clockmaker, who solved a major 

problem for sailors by producing a 
solution to the problem of determining 
longitude. He had to fight the scientific 

establishment to gain the reward offered 
for a solution as he used a mechanical 

device not one based on star charts.. 

Recommended by Nick Birt   The Simpsons 
and their Mathematical Secrets by 

Simon Singh 
“The Simpsons (and its sister show 

Futurama) contain enough maths to form 
an entire university course. In this book, 
Simon Singh explains how the brilliant 
writers, some of the mathematicians, 
have smuggled in mathematical jokes 

throughout the cartoon's twentyfive year 
history, exploring everything from to 

Mersenne primes, from Euler's equation 
to the unsolved riddle of P vs. NP, from perfect 
numbers to narcissistic 

numbers, and much 
more. "

Finally my choice  Mr 
Tomkins in 

Paperback by George 
Gamov

This was my 
introduction to the 
world of modern 

physics as a schoolgirl. 
It was written by an 

eminent Physicist who worked with the greats 
such as Einstein and Bohr.  

This classic provides a 
delightful and accessible 
explanation of the central 
concepts in physics, from 

atomic structure to relativity.
. 

Books To Educate and Enjoy
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