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Arts in the Time of Covid-19 

February 2021 Issue 

Welcome to the first edition of our Arts Newsletter for 2021 which is full of things to enjoy. 

Thanks are due to many of the group convenors and members of my Virtual Gallery visit 

group who have provided much of the content for this edition.   

If you have recommendations that you would like to share with other members I would love 

to include them in the next newsletter in March. Please contact me by emailing 

GroupsCoordinator@woodleyu3a.org.uk . 

Paula Dove. 
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Things to Listen To 

Val Moon recommends David Olusoga on Desert Island Discs now available on BBC 

Sounds. He is the historian who led the series “A House through Time”. His interview was 

deeply interesting regarding growing up mixed race and the harassment he and his family 

received simply because of colour.  His choice of records was also revelatory. (BTW - The 

last series of House through Time is still available on BBC iPlayer and I would thoroughly 

recommend that too – Paula)  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qnmr/episodes/player 

I found Lemn Sissay on Desert Island Discs very moving. He talked honestly about his 

challenging upbringing in foster homes and care homes. Lemn is an inspiring person who 

overcame so much unfair treatment. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07kjcks 

The full list of all available episodes is here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qnmr/episodes/player 

For something different how about listening to the Infinite Monkey Cage. You don’t need to 

be a scientist to enjoy it – just an interest in the universe around you. (I’m looking forward to 

being one of the virtual audience in February.) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snr0w 

Look here to see what other BBC shows are available to attend virtually – the list does 

change frequently. https://www.bbc.co.uk/showsandtours/shows 

Thanks to Sue Eley here is something you might not know:  

For fans of audio books (something Sue enjoys while embroidering) you can get them via 

the Wokingham library service. If you are not a member you can join by following the link: 

https://wokingham.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/wPAC/JOIN . This gives you 

a temporary lender number which you can then use to registrar to take out audiobooks etc.  

The library service also lends eBooks (not Kindle), a wide range of magazines and some 

newspapers via apps the service subscribes to.  Extremely good value, as it is free. 

One audiobook recommended by Joan King is “The Dutch House” by Ann Patchett, 
narrated by Tom Hanks. The brother and sister who are central to the story are so 
embroiled by the effects of the Dutch House that it becomes almost another character. The 
narration by Tom Hanks gives an extra benefit. 
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Books to Read 

Jane Waddell has a book recommendation that would be of interest to people who like 

theatre and/or history of theatre. The book is 'Shadowplay' by Joseph O'Connor the book is 

fiction but involves some real people and events. 

These main characters are Henry Irving actor and impresario, Ellen Terry, leading actress 

of her time and Bram Stoker better known as the author of 'Dracula'. It is set in late 19th 

century from 1878 until early in 20th century around 1912. 

 

The main setting is the Lyceum Theatre in London (where 'The Lion King' is or was 

playing).  Henry Irving has taken over the theatre and employs Bram Stoker as Theatre 

Manager.  The book moves back and forth in time and includes letters and journals and 

well as the prose and dialogue.  The book blurb reads: 

“Fresh from Life in Dublin as a clerk, Bram may seem the least colourful of the trio but he is 

wrestling with dark demons in a new city, in a new marriage and with his own literary 

aspirations.  As he walks the London streets at night, streets haunted by the Ripper and 

the gossip which swirls around his friend Oscar Wilde, he finds new inspiration. But the 

Chief (Irving) is determined that nothing will get in the way of his manager's dedication to 

the Lyceum and to himself.  Both men are enchanted by the beauty and boldness of the 

elusive Ellen (Terry). “ 

I suppose that this book could be classed as 'faction' as so many of the events in the book 

did happen but O'Connor is playing with the reader and you have to remember it is a work 

of 'fiction'.  It is useful to have a knowledge of the story of 'Dracula' as there are many 

references to the story in this book.  It is interesting that whilst Bram Stoker probably wrote 

a lot of 'Dracula' whilst working at the Lyceum, he was not a successful author in his 

lifetime.  The story of Dracula only becoming very well-known after the first film with Bela 

Lugosi. This book is very good at evoking the atmosphere of London, life in the theatre and 

the difficulties of trying to be a successful author. 

Another book recommendation comes from Brenda Martin. I am keen on a good crime 

story and have recently enjoyed a novel by Emma Kavanagh, ‘The Devil you know’. From 

Goodreads “Rosa Fisher is the smart girl, the good girl. At twenty-five and mid-way through 

a PhD in the psychology of fraud, she thinks she has herself all figured out. Until that night, 

when the house is dark and she is all alone, and she hears an intruder on the stairs…” 
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Things to look at 

From Brenda Martin – whose tips reflect her passions: wildlife, photography and travel, all 

three together if possible! 

For photographers, I can highly recommend the webinars presented by top photographers 

in their fields, especially regarding wildlife, and these are organised by Photography 

Experts. There is usually a modest charge for most, but the stunning shots and tips you 

get are well worth the cost. 

https://www.photographyexperts.com/webinars 

Nature’s Images, too, are doing some good webinars.  

https://www.natures-images.co.uk/ 

For keen photographers, Woodley Photographic Club continues to meet and thrive online 

with weekly (Monday evenings) talks and competitions. 

https://woodleyphoto.co.uk/index.html 

SheClicks also does some good technical presentations. It’s really aimed at female 

photographers but I don’t think they discriminate too much against men. You’d have to 

check! https://www.sheclicks.net/ 

If you’re hankering after a holiday and feel like pushing the boundaries after all these 

restrictions, watch the tempting presentations by the following: 

https://www.wildfrontierstravel.com/en_GB/inspiration/events 

https://www.naturetrek.co.uk/news/naturetrek-online-winter-roadshow 

https://www.naturalist.co.uk/events 

Paula recommends exploring places you can’t visit at the moment using following 

website: https://www.virtualtrips.io/ - I’ve “been” to Moscow, Barcelona and Yellowstone in 

the last month and all were very good tours. 
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Courses, lectures and classes 

There are lots of classes, lectures and courses available on-line.  

WEA are running a Festival of Literature and Heritage with lots of events that may be of 

interest to many of you.  

https://www.wea.org.uk/wea-festival-

literature?fbclid=IwAR0WVdtbJtheax4hYQ2KTDy3zIy11dn4tjOb7Os7x8Ajelh_fyEFjpO2y

6c 

Thanks to Sue Young for bringing the following organisation to my attention. The 

company offer lots of free courses aimed at the u3a age range. I enjoyed the Tai Chi 

class last week. There are fitness classes but other more cultural opportunities such as 

book groups and singalongs. 

HealthyAgeing_all_classes (cvhealthyageing.co.uk) 

Of course remember to look at what Thames Valley Network are offering as they offer 

some very good study days: http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/?page_id=44 . 

Also u3a Trust offers some lectures and other learning opportunities. 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events 
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Things to Watch  

On Netflix 

“Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom”     Dir:  George C Wolfe   (2020) Starring Viola Davies, 

Chadwick Boseman, Gary Truman 

“Chicago, 1927. A recording session. Tensions rise between Ma Rainey, her ambitious horn 

player and the white management determined to control the uncontrollable "Mother of the 

Blues". Based on Pulitzer Prize winner August Wilson's play.” 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10514222 

Brilliant – you should also watch the short documentary about the making of the film. 

 

 “Russian Doll”         Season 1   (2019) 

Starring - Natasha Lyonne, Charlie Barnett, Greta Lee  

“A cynical young woman in New York City keeps dying and returning to the party that's 

being thrown in her honour on that same evening. She tries to find a way out of this strange 

time loop.” https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7520794 
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Midnight Diner: Tokyo Stories    Season 1-2   (2016, 2019) 

 “An anthology of human relationship stories connected by the only open in the wee hours 

diner the characters frequent. Resolutions are often facilitated by the owner/chef.” 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6150576 

 

On BBC iPlayer 

Mark Kermode’s Secret of Cinema (Series 3) 

“Mark Kermode returns with a third series of his Secrets of Cinema in which he explores the 

conventions that underpin our favourite movies and examines the techniques film-makers use 

to keep us coming back for more.” https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000r6gq/mark-

kermodes-secrets-of-cinema-series-3-1-british-comedy 

Spiral (Engrenages) Series 8 

“French crime drama. With Gilou facing the possibility of prison, Laure's team try to recover 

their reputation by taking on a case that no-one else wants - the murder of an identified minor 

in a run-down part of town.” https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000qzkp/spiral-series-8-

episode-1 

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy       Dir:  Tomas Alfredson    (2011) 

Starring Gary Oldman, Colin Firth, Tom Hardy 

“Film adaptation of John Le Carre's Cold War novel about a retired MI6 agent who must track 

down a Soviet mole within the British intelligence service's ranks.” 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000m7yz/tinker-tailor-soldier-spy 

From Joan Pepperdine - On Amazon Prime I am hooked on a comedy called Vicious with the 
superb casting of Derek Jacobi and Ian McKellan. They also have lots of box sets to enjoy, 
Downton Abbey being my current fave. 

Finally if you still have a fondness for TV cosy crime, Brenda Martin recommends The 

Brokenwood Mysteries, set in scenic New Zealand and populated by a bunch of quirky 

characters. It’s on Freeview Channel 20 (Drama) at 6-8pm on a Saturday evening and reminds 

her of a down-under Midsomer Murders. 
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Live and Streamed Events to Watch 

Finally – an Arts newsletter wouldn’t be complete without some of suggestions on live and 

streamed events to watch.  

Streamed and Live Music 

A very useful link from Tessa Dove (no relative) of lots of folk and traditional music coming 

up https://www.folkandhoney.co.uk/all-our-uk-gigs/?date=month. It includes several venues 

mentioned in earlier newsletters but also a few new ones. Two concerts I will be attending 

are Karine Polwart  in February at Live to Your Living Room – she is a superb songwriter, 

storyteller and musician and Reg Meuross at Readifolk in March – another great songwriter. 

For some classical music why not watch the critically-acclaimed series of ‘On Demand’ from 

Liverpool. The concerts, filmed in the autumn, are a great way to forget about lockdown for a 

moment and enjoy great music! https://www.liverpoolphil.com/the-orchestra/royal-liverpool-

philharmonic-on-

demand/?fbclid=IwAR23Vzp9obZnnLGg5_XTgJV6OHq21bf0WnjHN7M7hjFBhD1KS6-

CtiX33oY 

Streamed theatre 

https://originaltheatreonline.com/productions  - have produced several high quality 

productions which you can watch at your convenience and continue to announce new ones. 

Coming in February are: Good Grief and a Set of Monologues – Barnes People.  

 

The Curve theatre at Leicester is putting on a new production of “The Color Purple”. Their 
previous production (Sunset Boulevard) was excellent so I am expecting this to be well 
worth watching.  Running 16 Feb - 7 Mar, find out more and book tickets now 
curveonline.co.uk/whats-on/shows/the-color-purple-at-home/ 
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If you have any technical issues accessing any of the links in this document please 

email either me at GroupsCoordinator@woodleyu3a.org.uk or Chris at 

SystemAdmin@woodleyu3a.org.uk and we will do our best to help.   
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